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IN AWE OF HIS PRESENCE 
Psalm 139 

 
 
 [VIDEO-Fetus] In an attempt to capture the awe of our Creator, over the past few weeks, we 
have peered through the lens of a telescope to see the vastness of the universe. We have peered 
through the lens of a microscope to see the complexity of the universe. And we have shown video 
of some of the most beautiful places on the planet. But nothing is as dramatic and fascinating as 
human life. We are God’s crowning achievement. And that’s why King David said in Psalm 139, 
“For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb. I will give thanks to You, 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows it very 
well” (Psalm 139:13-14, NAS). Each of us once looked like the fetus in that video. Once, each of 
us was the size of a pea! That’s amazing, and it points to our amazing Creator. 
 
 And that’s why David cried out, “Worship the Lord with reverence, and rejoice with 
trembling” (Psalm 2:11). To the degree that God allows us to see Him and know Him and 
experience Him, our response should be a range of emotions; including joy and humility, awe and 
reverence, singing and kneeling. 
 
 This series has not been about God bowing down to us to make our lives better; it’s been 
about us bowing down to Him.1 And that’s the only appropriate response to a majestic, holy God. 
Encountering God requires a response. It provokes something within us and from us. You can’t 
encounter God and remain unmoved. 
 
 And, to the degree that He allows us to see Him and know Him and experience Him, it will 
change us. When we encounter His majesty and His holiness and His love, He will captivate our 
thoughts. He will alter our ambitions. He will relieve our fears. He will shape our values, satisfy 
our desires, and inspire our obedience. 
 
 In his book Facedown, worship leader Matt Redman prays, “(May reverence) seep into the 
very fabric of our everyday lives.”2 So, our prayer is that we would see and know and experience 
God. And that when we do, we would, as Psalm 2:11 declares, “Worship the Lord with reverence, 
and rejoice with trembling” (Psalm 2:11). 
 
 Without awe and wonder, without reverence and trembling, we take God for granted. 
And when that happens … 

 
• we become spiritually cold and indifferent, and we drift 

• we are more vulnerable to temptation 

• we seek satisfaction in temporal things, replacing God with lesser things to satisfy our 
souls 

• we become engulfed in busyness, ambition, and the self-life 

• we tend to worry, and experience stress and fear 

• we lack an anchor when life is tough 

• we disengage from the mission 
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• again, we become spiritually cold and indifferent, and we drift 

 
 Let me repeat it. The goal of this series has been to arouse a sense of awe and reverence in 
our great God, and to allow that awe and reverence to shape our lives. To the degree that God 
allows us to see Him and know Him and experience Him, it will change us. When we encounter 
His majesty and His holiness and His love, He will captivate our thoughts. He will alter our 
ambitions. He will relieve our fears. He will shape our values, satisfy our desires, and inspire our 
obedience. 
 
 This morning, we’re going to look at Psalm 139, one of the grandest theological chapters 
in the Bible, and one of the most intimate chapters in the Bible. It is David describing an intimate, 
personal, day-by-day, moment-by-moment relationship with God, a relationship that is possible 
for us today. I’m talking about more than a theological understanding of God. The great pastor A. 
W. Tozer possessed a great theological mind, but he wrote his book In Pursuit of God on his knees. 
He wrote the book in a devotional posture. And on experiencing God he wrote, “It is more than a 
doctrine to be held; it is a life to be enjoyed.”3 And that’s what we really crave. 
 
 The marvelous truth is that the majestic Creator of the universe invites us to walk with 
Him. According to Psalm 139, He knows everything there is to know about us and still loves us. 
He is everywhere and promises to never leave us. Walking with God means experiencing an 
intimate, personal, day-by-day, moment-by-moment relationship with the majestic Creator of 
the universe. 
 
 

HE KNOWS EVERYTHING 
 
 Reading Psalms is like peeking into David’s personal prayer journal. And in Psalm 139, 
David is talking to God. We get to hear what he believed and how he felt. Psalm 139 gives us a 
picture of both the theological and emotional sides of David, and helps us understand what it means 
to walk with God. 
 
 David realized that his entire life was an “open book” before God.4 “O Lord, You have 
searched me and known me” (Psalm 139:1). “You have examined my heart and know everything 
about me” (NLT). God knows everything. The theological term is omniscience. The Bible says, 
“The Lord looks down from heaven and sees the whole human race” (Psalm 33:13, NLT).5 One 
theologian declared, “Nothing escapes His notice, nothing can be hidden from Him.”6 He is 
always watching us in real time. 
 
 David realized this omniscient, all-knowing God also “searches.” The Hebrew word picture 
is that of an archaeologist digging through layers of ancient rubble to search for one precious 
artifact, so the Lord mines and “searches” our hearts.7  
 
 He is aware of every second of our lives. “You know when I sit down and when I rise up,” 
David pondered (Psalm 139:2). He sees us first thing in the morning when we wake us, and He 
sees us the last thing at night when we go to sleep. The Lord knows every step we take. He sees 
us when we’re stuck in traffic, standing in the grocery store line, doing a project at work, playing 
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on the soccer field, texting a friend, doing homework, or searching the internet. God sees 
everything and is aware of every second of our lives. 
 
 He is aware of every thought that passes through our minds. David sighed, “You 
understand my thought from afar” (Psalm 139:2).8 He knows every thought we think. Every secret 
fantasy we entertain. God can literally read our minds!9 
 
 He is aware of every motive behind every decision we make. “You scrutinize my path and 
my lying down, and are intimately acquainted with all my ways” (Psalm 139:3). To “scrutinize” 
means to sift.10 It’s the picture a farmer scooping up harvested wheat with a pitchfork and tossing 
it into the air so a fan could blow away the useless chaff and allow the good grain to fall into a 
basket. God literally throws our hearts to the wind and examines every grain. He is “intimately 
acquainted” with all our ways.11 
 
 He is aware of every word we say. “Even before there is a word on my tongue, behold, O 
Lord, You know it all” (Psalm 139:4). The Lord knows what we’re about to say before we say it. 
And He knows what you said yesterday. Jesus warned us about this. “Every careless word that 
people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment” (Matthew 12:36, NAS). 
God is aware of every word that we say. 
 
 Omniscience means God is aware of everything there is to know about us.  
 

He knows when you are sleeping, 
He knows when you’re awake 
He knows when you’ve been bad or good 
So be good for goodness sake.12 

 
 He knows if you cheat on a test or cheat on your taxes. He knows if you lie to your parents, 
even if they don’t. He knows what you’re watching on television, what you’re texting to a friend, 
and what you’re looking at on the internet. God knows everything there is to know about us. 
 
 David did not just believe that, he experienced that. “You are intimately acquainted with 
all my ways … O Lord, You know it all … Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is too high, 
I cannot attain to it” (Psalm 139:3, 4, 6).13 Jesus said that His Father is even aware of the number 
of hairs on your head! 14  If God knows this insignificant statistic about us, then He knows 
everything else about us. 
 
 

HE IS EVERYWHERE 
 
 God knows everything and God is everywhere. He is omnipresent.15 David said, “Where 
can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?” (Psalm 139:7, NAS). The 
Hebrew word “presence” also means face.16 There is no place we can go to escape the face of 
God. You get the idea from David that the presence of God was as intimidating as it was 
comforting. 
 
 David did not just believe in this always-present God, he experienced Him. “If I ascend to 
heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the 
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dawn, if I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, even there Your hand will lead me” (Psalm 139:8-
10). The dawn refers to the speed of light, as the dawn breaks the horizon. No one can outrun the 
dawn and no can outrun God. And no one can hide from God in the remotest part of the sea. Not 
even the Marianas Trench, which is 36,000 feet deep in the Pacific Ocean, is deep enough for a 
person to escape God’s reach. “Even there,” even in the deepest ocean, “Your right hand will lay 
hold of me” (Psalm 139:10). 
 
 David realized, “If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, and the light around me 
will be night,’ even the darkness is not dark to You. And the night is as bright as the day. Darkness 
and light are alike to You” (Psalm 139:11-12). David is talking like a child, thinking he can hide 
in the dark. But we can’t hide from God. We can hide from others, we can keep secrets from others, 
but not from God. God knows everything there is to know about you and is everywhere you go 
even before you get there.17 
 
 After Adam and Eve disobeyed God, “they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings 
for themselves” (Genesis 3:7). Not to cover their nudity, but to cover their shame. When they 
“heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, they hid 
from the Lord God among the trees of the garden” (Genesis 3:8, NIV). Adam and Eve wanted to 
hide from God, but quickly found out it was impossible.18 
 
 My mom taught me this lesson – the hard way. At about age 4, I began to wonder, “When 
my mom speaks, do I really have to listen?” I wanted my freedom. So, on this particular day – a 
day which lives in infamy – my mother called, “Come here Monty!” My mom has passed away, 
but when she was in her prime she was the type of woman who would reupholster the furniture 
and re-roof the house all in one day. She was a strong woman. She gave strong hugs to let us know 
we were loved and had a strong voice to let us know when we were in trouble. So when my mom 
said, “Come here Monty!” it meant something. 
 
 On this particular day, I reasoned in my 4-year-old mind, she’s big and she’s slow, I’m 
little and I’m fast. So on the third time when she said, “Come here Monty!” I took off running. 
When I looked back, she was nowhere to be seen. The wind was blowing through my hair and the 
sense of freedom was exhilarating. But when I rounded the corner of the house, there she was! She 
had doubled back. Her arms were eight feet wide. She was crouching down like a middle 
linebacker. And she was grinning! What happened next involved something called a switch. Does 
anyone know what a switch is? Well, you know the rest of the story. Anyway, that day I learned 
that I could not run from my mom. 
 
 That’s what David felt too. “You have enclosed me behind and before, and laid Your hand 
upon me” (Psalm 139:5). In battle, David had surrounded enemies and had been surrounded 
himself. Spiritually speaking, the warrior felt like a little child unable to squirm away from his 
father, because God’s hand was constantly on his shoulder. 
 
 But is that the way we should feel about the omnipresence of God? No. The omnipresence 
of God is not about getting caught, it’s about being protected. How do you feel when you see a 
police car? If you’re speeding, you’re afraid of getting a ticket. But if you’re in accident, you’re 
glad that help is coming. The fact that God is everywhere should be comforting. We should rejoice 
that God is with us every moment of the day and with us everywhere we go. 
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HE CREATED EVERYONE 
 
 God knows everything. God is everywhere. And God created everything and everyone. 
 

“For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb. I will give thanks 
to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; wonderful are Your works, and my soul 
knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and 
skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; 
and in Your book were all written the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there 
was not one of them.” (Psalm 139:13-16, NAS) 

 
 David marveled at how he was made. When he thought about human life and the human 
body, he said, “I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14). 
 
 Think about how amazing the human body is. 
 

• The human body is made up of 100 trillion cells, and each cell contains your unique 
DNA. At the moment of conception, your DNA determined the color of your eyes, 
how tall you would be, and diseases to which you are susceptible. And if all the genetic 
information was written out, it would fill one million pages. 

• The human heart weighs less than a pound and beats 100,000 times per day. The total 
length of the circulatory system stretches 60,000 miles. One blood cell travels 60,000 
miles through the entire circulatory system every 20 seconds. 

• The human brain weighs about 3 pounds. As I stand here, my brain is processing what 
I’m thinking into speech. And as I speak, my brain projects emotions and the tone of 
my voice. And as I’m speaking, I can make a mental note of who is sleeping without 
stopping speaking.  

• A sneeze can reach speeds up to 100 mph. That’s why I don’t try to hold it in. My 
family gives me a hard time about sneezing so loud, but, at 100 mph, if you try to hold 
it in you could explode. 

• The human eye weighs about 28 grams, an ounce, the weight of a slice of bread. The 
retina contains 130 million rod-shaped cells, which detect light and transmit impulses 
to the visual cortex of the brain through one million nerve fibers. The simple act of 
catching a baseball is an amazing feat. The coordination of the eye, the brain, and the 
hand is an amazing processing of complex data. 

 
 If David marveled with as little knowledge as he had about the human body, how much 
more should we marvel! When we look at the vastness of the universe and at the complexity of the 
human body, we should shout, “Only God! Only God!” We should join David in praising God, for 
we are “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14). 
 
 

OUR RESPONSE 
 
 So, how do we respond to a God like this? How did David respond to a God? He was in 
awe and felt loved at the same.19 And that’s how we should feel too. To feel loved by God. “How 
precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How vast is the sum of them! If I should count 
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them, they would outnumber the sand. When I awake, I am still with You” (Psalm 139:17-18). 
David felt loved. And he cherished the thought that God cared about him. 
 

• David believed God cared so much about him that he said, “God led me to a place of 
safety; he rescued me because he delights in me” (Psalm 18:19, NLT). And God 
delights in you too. 

• David believed God cared so much about him that he said, “The righteous cry and the 
Lord hears” (Psalm 34:17). And the Lord hears you too.  

• David believed God cared so much about him that he said, “You keep track of all my 
sorrows. You have collected all my tears in your bottle. You have recorded each one 
in your book” (Psalm 56:8, NLT). And God collects your tears too. 

• David believed God cared so much about him that he said, “God is my helper; the Lord 
is the sustainer of my soul” (Psalm 54:4, NAS). And God is your helper too. 

 
 How did David feel about this all-knowing, all-present, all-powerful God? He felt loved. 
 
 But he also felt dread. The awe and reverence, the greatness and holiness, of God produced 
a dread in David. He dreaded the thought of offending a holy God. He dreaded the thought of 
offending the one who loved him so much. And he dared to pray, “Search me, O God, and know 
my heart; try me and know my anxious thoughts; and see if there be any hurtful way in me, and 
lead me in the everlasting way” (Psalm 139:23-24). 
 
 “Search me, O God, and know my heart.” There’s no pretending with a God who knows 
everything there is to know about us. So all we can do is yield. David prayed, “Lord, I give in. I 
surrender. Search my heart. Investigate my life.” And that’s what we must do. Yield to God and 
pray, “Search me, O God.” 
 
 David had the courage to pray, “See if there be any hurtful way in me,” “any offensive 
way” (NIV), “any wicked way” (NKJV), “anything that makes (You) sad” (LB).20 “Lord, put my 
heart to the test and show me what I’m doing wrong.” David had the courage to pray that prayer 
because he dreaded the thought of offending the holiness and love of God. He invited God to 
inspect his life, and so should we. He asked God to convict him of his sin, and so should we. 
 
 And David prayed, “Lead me in the everlasting way.” “Oh Lord, keep me on the right 
track.” Why volunteer to undergo God’s sifting? So that we can stay on the right track. So that we 
can experience God’s best. 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
 The goal of this series has been to arouse a sense of awe and reverence in our great God, a 
sense of awe and reverence that will shape our lives and motivate us to live for Him. 
 
 To the degree that God allows us to see Him and know Him and experience Him, it will 
change us. When we encounter His majesty and His holiness and His love, He will captivate our 
thoughts. He will alter our ambitions. He will relieve our fears. He will shape our values, satisfy 
our desires, and inspire our obedience. 
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 And we will “worship the Lord with reverence, and rejoice with trembling” (Psalm 2:11). 
 
 After six weeks of talking about this, I hope you are moved. I hope you are without 
hesitation. The song we are about to sing can be your prayer, your commitment to be a fully 
devoted follower of Jesus Christ. Make these words your own. “Here’s my heart Lord … Here’s 
my life Lord.”  
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NOTES 

1 Why this series? 
• to see God, to know God, and to place ourselves before Him, so that, by His grace, we might encounter Him 
• to truly know and experience God, and not just read about Him, so that our praise is a “spontaneous reaction” to Him (Jerry 

Bridges, page 66) 
• to recapture the awe 
• to confront complacency, indifference, boredom 
• to allow Him, in all His majesty/holiness/greatness to provoke us, compel us, move us, inspire us, change us 
• to make our lives a worthy response to who He is 
• to captivate our thoughts/perspective, satisfy our desires/affections, alter our ambitions/priorities, relieve our 

insecurities/fears, shape our values/morals, influence our decisions/choices 
• to make us better parents, spouses, workers, students, relationships, witnesses, worshippers, etc., “to walk in a manner 

worthy” 
• to change everything about us, and to be changed forever 
• to allow awe/wonder to “seep into the very fabric of our lives” (Matt Redman, page 35) 
• to call us to something beyond the trivial treats of this world 
• to raise up God, in all His glory, and let people see Him, and let Him provoke the appropriate reaction of the heart 
• to make Him our greatest admiration, our greatest affection, and our greatest ambition.  
• to “worship the Lord with reverence, and rejoice with trembling” (Psalm 2:11) 

2 Matt Redman, Facedown (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2004), page 35. Ibid., page 96. 
3 A. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God (Camp Hill, PA: Christian Publications, Inc., 1982), page 36. 
4 Eugene Peterson, The Message (Colorado Springs, CO: Navpress, 1993, 1994, 1995). 
5 “The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good” (Proverbs 15:3, ESV). 
6 Arthur W. Pink, The Attributes of God (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1975), page 17 
7 The Apostle John knew what that felt like. “God is greater than our heart, and knows all things” (1 John 3:20). 
8 This Hebrew word for thoughts includes one’s intentions, motivations, and agendas. 
9 “The Lord knows the thoughts of a man” (Psalm 94:11a). Other psalmists declare, “He knows the secrets of the heart” (Psalm 
44:21). 
10 The Hebrew word is zāra – R. Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., Bruce K. Waltke, Theological Wordbook of the Old 
Testament, Volume 1 (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1980), #579. 
11 The Hebrew word is sākan – TWOT, #1494. David made a point to explain this to his son Solomon. “Solomon, know the God 
of your father … for the Lord searches all hearts, and understands every intent of the thoughts” (1 Chronicles 28:9). And years 
later, Solomon affirmed that David’s words were true. “For the Lord sees clearly what a man does, examining every path he takes” 
(Proverbs 5:21, NLT). 
12 Lyrics to “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town.” 
13 Charles Spurgeon once wrote, “I cannot grasp it. I can hardly endure to think of it. The theme overwhelms me. I am amazed and 
astounded at it.” Charles H. Spurgeon, The Treasury of David (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers) Vol. III, page 260. 
14 See Matthew 10:30. 
15 See Acts 17:24-25, 27. 
16 See Derek Kidner, Psalm 73-150, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1973), page 
464. 
17 See Jeremiah 23:23-24. 
18 In Psalm 90, Moses said, “You spread out our sins before you – our secret sins – and you see them all” (Psalm 90:8, NLT). 
19 God told David, you are the “apple of my eye” (Psalm 17:8). God told Israel, you are My “treasured possession” (Deuteronomy 
7:6). You, too, are the apple of His eye. You, too, are His treasured possession. And John believed God thought about all of us and 
cared so much about all of us that he said, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we are!” 1 John 3:1, NIV). 
20 The phrase “hurtful way” can also be translated “way of idolatry.” It suggests a streak of “apostasy.” [A. A. Anderson, The Book 
of Psalms, Volume II, Psalms 73-150, New Century Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, reprint 1989), page 912.] 

                                                 


